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Titus 1, 5, 


For this cauſe left Thee in Crete, that thou 
ſhouldest ſet in order the things that are 
' wanting,” and ordain Blaers im every City, 
as [ had appointed thee. 


T* general Deſign and Scope of theſe 
Words, wr os: 3 ke” ax 
| every one” that. reads them 4 T 

Fs ; Apoſtle of 'the ' Gentiles had oick-ood 
. ſucce& huboused in prewhing the Goſpel to the 
a (nctians3/ (and bring tnafelf romoved from them, 
aftcs.\he had: as a wile: Maſter builder laid the 
Fonndamwon of many >Churches of Chriſtians in 
Crete, be Te Tizw among 'tham ro build there- 
upon ; ifmd white he was reſident chere, 'Par 
(ſends rhes Spng/e ro him; \to remind him of that 
Service tor Obrift im his Ohucohesthat He had left 
upon hi/!6iands 5 whereby be doth not only 
quicken himwo his Work, but alſo furnifhes him 


with full .znd clear Dire&ions for the mo ma- | 
nigement thereof. =_ 
"I - {nithe Aveoon that -6ur |Text wives of the | 


_ Reoafom formuhich) Pad ridft Taree in; Cree; 'the 
Sefvice yg earg) I alice bet 'awployed-in is 
5 wh TY 

p 2 1. In 


(4) 
1. In more general and comprehenſive te 
That thou eſt ſet in order the things which are 


2. In a more particular Account of one fpecial 
Charge left upon him, Ard ordain Elders in every 
City, as I had appointed thee. 

That which we have do in. the firſt Place, is 
briefly to open to you what needs explication in 
the words, 

| 'Fhe Greek word +m30p3%m,. which is rendred 
ſet in order, is no where. elſe uſed.in the New Te- 
ſtament, nor in the Verſion of the Old by theSep- 
tuagint that I can find : divers learned Interpre- 
ters do here render it by Corrigas, that thou 
ſhouldeſt corre&;, 'And Eraſmws in his Notes, frames. 
a word more expreſhive of its Emphaſis, ſaper- 
corrigas, which imports to correct with accuracy 
and exaQneſs; as onethat goes overa Work-again, 
that hemay be ſure toleave no blemiſh-upon 1t;or 
defeq- in it. Some underſtand this part of Titav his 
Charge to reſpe& the correQion of the manners of 
the Cretians by reproof and ſound Dodtrine, and 
with this ſenſe the Arabick Verſion fully concurs,Ut 
res vitioſas corrigas . 'T hat. thow ſhowldit corre& the 
things that. are faulty.;, And it is evident inthe ſe- 
quel of the Epiſtle, That this: was one part of 
», his Work :., But'I conceive this 1s-not fo immedi- 


pOR_ns- and” the- Order of their, Communion  in+ the 
ſantad liman, Church who were Members of it, ir- a full and 
a mance EXAR agreement; with: the. Rule of Chriſt's Ap- 
Hein{.in loc, pointment 3 which. the Apoſtle had not. _ 

ring. 


(5) 

bring to perfetion during his ſtay with them: 
And this ſenſe very,well, agrees with, the uſe of a 
term, of nepg a with this 18,qur, Text. (viz, 
ieFurs,) in Heb. g. 10. where: the) Days of, the 
Goſpel are ; called the Times of Refarrwation 3 be- 
cauſe in them the State ,of the Church is brought 
to its utmoſt perfeCtion here on Earth, and all 
that was wanting 1n the. Law,. is fully ſupplied in 
the New. Teſtament. > 

The Edification and Beauty. of the- Church is 
much concerned; in her Order,: not ſuch an Ordes 
as Superſtition will diate, or litigious Nicety 
contend for, but ſuch as we have already deſcri- 
bed 3: which ſets her in a conformity with Chriſt's 
Will; and particularly the filling up of the Offi- 
ces which. he hath appointed, with Perſons duly 
qualified for the adminiſtration of them, and the 
regular ating both: of Othcers. and Members in 
their reſpective. places. 


The particular Charge given-to Titw is, To 
ordain Elders in every City : This is to be explain- 
ed by conference with A@, 14. 23. where the pra-- 
ice of the Apoltles themlſclves is recorded, And 
hauing ardained- them. Elders in every Church, &c. 
xa TmAlv and x&T* iKAydar is the lame in theſe. 
Texts.: The Converts in. every City were-not: 
then ſo. numerous. but. they. might conveniently X#&\rio- 
come together. in one place for the Worſhip of (uttagiis cre- 
God; and ſo to ordain them ' Elders in every #fſcnt. Er4ſm. 
City, was-to do.it in every. Church. And tho' = erty 
theſe firſt, Ordinations were. by extraordinary Mem, rum qui por- 
yet the People were not excluded from the juſt ſuffragte ere: 
right of ch»ſivg theix. own Miniſters 3 for they baur, 'zez.. * 


were. 


I the ridrdets for the + more il opening 
of the we BM, It will a Cane, efly retouch 


apori the Gey of ow Perſons 
whith we hete ory rotten in <<&' ſetting: '6f 
thiing$in order in the Charches. And, | 


x. The Perſon that inployed TiHws inn this Ser« 
vice, ##:. Pax! bears the CharaQter, and had the 
Office attd ney of af Apofte ef Feſav 


Oht 
Twas Ap dan hientiedibte and eral; 
Call to their Ofice by God -#h &ut Lord: Jef 
Chriſt: Hence our Apoſtle, when he would re- 
preſert to the Gilatiers the Dighy ur 6f his Of- 
fiee, that he' tight recover them to a ſtability in 
chat DoArine which the had penahuns to _ 
—__ Gel. 1. 7. thathe 4a Apofile, 
weittiey by Miny, bit by Or, nd 
be Filter.” "Orditvery Minſtcrs, is Paſtors 
06> EMers, tho they" were tot off Flee ; thinns, 
ie pert Avthotity from Meti, ooo 
vhithte 10h tid eppottitimentt;, yer are 
Mer, fo #s to' be 'browght $6 oe iOfiv by tk. 
: Call &f SI un ine way hooks wich the 
Apoſttes- hey" were yr 
Hr yin JA che Ca nap ber mo 
wethiately few Ohril?, thei Miniſtty, bring atite- 


cedent 
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exdeat'k9 the. Gluurch, #8 YatÞy whidhit was to 


bg plangs 2i4 19h" SW 31 »x 077 

| And as they. had angtmmrdingry Galore 
they, 4. qualified yh extravedinary Gifts: and 
Avlazes Ar RE tiartork they were caledi4o; land 
had. #he  infalab/e ber ons the Spirie-jn their 
Dadrians, which. was. but neceſſary, ſaving the 
SR: re: iq þe: founded and buils; therer 

2.129, // The Apaliles aus Proputs 

of ah New Toltawons ave the Found ation, .ner 
tpet} of their Dofhring, the! Jeſus Qhrit: whoty 
«cy. preached, 38 the, pnly. Fayndgtiah of the 
Chureh, (ia ret af Tica(t and: Gonfidenes. 
The Pqwer of the Apoltles exended 46 all the 
Ghupches, and was <£qual.m them 4ll when they 
Wee Planted, 4nd therefore Paw! fGith, on Aqry 2 Cor. 11. 28, 
af (af the'Ck kunghes £44e apap Jigp Haly +. Ald as & 
Fruit of ghisCare in the difgharge: of his Othice, 
he gives kgxth ths Commilſiqn,'aq; iz 5 and 
herein we muſt conlider him as atting by viztye of 
that Authority which himſelf had received from 
Chrift, who. is the fir ft: SubjeF, .and Head of all 
Eccdlelialiieal Power and Jurifdictien 3 There is 
no ſuch thing as Authority 1g'or over.the Ghurch, TRIFIPY 
but what' i deryed fans Chailt, whotherh all 
Bowes a0 Heaven and Earth SMOG bjm. 


> 14; The Pea  wrlogeld 5h. Titan, had the 
Chari and! flies; of) 40 $94480hf, ' The 
Evengeliſts -wepe, alp - £xaraerdiaary Miniſters, 
< By inferior 4@ the; Apailles ). and bd uſually 
Atcnd.themarien andodieftion wof.gbe; Apoliles, 
-_ lanroghon maipreaghingttciGelpel, and 
Sringabe Chgles indus aides when firſt Plat: 


2 Tim» 4..5- 


broogh ko * ontag; 


Ya. ——— LS, 
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ted; And*tho'. Titw be :not-expreſly called -an 
Evangeliſt, yet if we conſider his Iniploymenit, 
and:compare thisEpiftle 'to' himt' with thoſe 'writ- 
tenito Tamothy,” who is ticularly charged to do 
the Work of an Evingeliſt,' we ſhall have no tea- 
ſon to doubt their being both in the ſame capaci- 
; 48 And they ated not as Dioceſan Biſhops in 
rticular Charge ; but were but 2m im- 
lows in in one part ol F the World, Al pelequneg 

we oa as the Service of the Go ang of th 


their attendance. And "ſince the ce 
Extraordinary 'Officets,' and 'the comp eating: of 
the Canon” of the New Teſtametit, all Church- 
Offices and Afﬀeairs are'to be regulated and guided 
by the ordinary and ſtanding Rule of -the Scrip- 
tures: And'every particular Congr 

not only ri ht, bat is in'd»ty bound to diſpoſe her 
felf in that der, and under that Rule and Go- 
vernment, which Chriſt hath appointed 'in his 


Teſtament: | 
We (hall: tow: proceed to thoſe things which 


our Text, and the 4xma Occaſion calls for ſome 
further diſcourſe 0 

The firſt-Inſtance'that we have of fetling Order 
in-a Chriſtian C oy the On ordi- 
nary O therein, is that Fopoiapmene 
of Dearans: the Ctnif | Feruſal ew, Ads 6. 
And thisalſo1 t: ”J ' in} the 
Commiſſion'here Sean to Th, That he ſhould ſet 
in order the ohinys that are 1 5 [for vihops, o 


mo the "8 ” 
IK = 


(9) 

were to continue in, Phil. 1. 1. And the nece(- 
lity of ſuch an,Oftice, and Officers in the Church, 
when the number of her Members 'is increaſed, 
will quickly. appear, as it did'in the Church at Fe- 
ruſalem 5 for, When the number of the Diſciples A8.5 v. 1. 
was multiplyed, there aroſe a murmuring of the Gre- 
cians (or Helleniſts) againſ# the Hebrews, becanſe 
their Widows were negle&ed in the daily Miniſtra- 
tion, * The Grecians here mentioned, were not * Juc=i kc di- 
Gentiles, or Greeks by Nation, but ſuch of the Judi Paleſi? 
ſcattered: Jews, — —— their” Education #@- lyuldte ths 
mong the Greeks, and- ſpeaking their Language, _- "= 
—_ called 'Hel/eniits, in diſtin&ion from tho x ME. 
born and bred up in Jxdea, that fpake the com- 7% ko 6 
mon.Jewiſh Language, which was then a kind of Hellenitze, 6- 
Chaldeo-Syriack, and is called the Hebrew Tongne, v< Gracienles; 
Ads 22; 2. becauſe. of its then common uſe a- we mg y 
mong the Hebrews or Seed of Abraham in Fudea; leo, quam 
and. with reſpect to this, Par! affirms of himſelf Heninoam. 
that he was an Hebrew of the Hebrews, Phil: 3. 5. wi. ctiam 

Now upon this murmuring of the Helleniſts, 777548 
for the prevention of all diſorder or negle& o | 
this kind for the future 3 © The twelve called the y. z, zz 4. 
* multitude of the Diſciples unto them, and told 
them, That it was unreaſonable for them to be 
* taken off from the more weighty imploiment of 
* preaching the Goſpel to give their attendance 
* upon anAfﬀair of this nature ; and therefore 
* that vhey might be at liberty, to give themfelves 
© continually to Prayer, and the Miniſtry of the 
© Word, and yet the neceſſities of the 'poor and 
* orderly: diſpenting 'of the :Churches Almes be 
* provided for alſo, They commanded: them to 
* Jook out from among thernſclves/ ſeven Men of 
9: B © honeſt 


4 
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honeſt Repott, full of the Holy Ghoſt and WiC: 
* dom Whota they migtit appoint over this Buſi- 
Ve 156. © neſs 3. which was accordingly done. This is- in 
ſhort the Hiſtory of 'the firſt Ordination of 'Dea-« 
cons 3 and becauſe in this caſe what was firſt in 
this kind, was tobe the Rule and Standard of 
what ſhonld afterwards be done, 'we ſhall take a 
review of fome Pattages for our prefent Inſtratts- 
on. And, 3jÞ RR: © 


as « Firſt ; A Deacon being an ordinary Officer in 
peer zz. the Church, appointed to miniſter therein for the 
es waitw Raief of the Poor; The Eledtion of theſe Offi- 
Flr a cers of right belongs to that Congregation where 
&c. Non;iph they are toferve m this Capacity 3 And the'Holy 
%. radfomr Apoſtles, rho' veſled ' wah an extrmaordins! 
cetionem Power; and peculiarly intruſted by Chriſt” wit 
permitent 3 the appointment of ſuch an Otfhce and Officers, 
<mmodum Aafter:they bad informed the Church thereabour, 
crant ex lo» and given them 'a Rule to procced by, left'them 
& fun&tione tO their own voluntary and free choice. 
perceprumt 5 


atque ipſi cligunt & producunt, & manibus impoli.is ordinant,, creant atque decla> 
rant. Theoph. 1m locum, 


Secondly 5 The Number here appointed; wit. 
Seven, was ſuited to the preſent Neeeffity or Con- 
venience of that numerous Congregation in 
which they were to-miniſter, and is not mtended 
&s a Rule, that neither more nor fewer may be 
appointed in any Congregation after 3 but that is 
to be determined: by a- due comparing of the Ed. 
of the Office with the Circumſtances of cach. par- 
ticular Congregation, who are to govern thar 
Cheice in point of Number as may beſt _ 

| e 
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the end, 11 3 ſufficient Proviſion for their preſenc 
neceſlity and comfort of their Poor, 


Thirdly; The Ruke of the Churches proceed- 
ing in her EleGQion is laid before her, in an ac- 
count.of thoſe &walifications which are requiſite 
in Perſons to be mployed in fach a Truſt 3' They 
muſt be Mex of honeſt Report ; Men whoſe Inno- wagnepire. 
cent and Holy Life is well atteſted, Perſons of 
known and approved Integrity, fin# of the Holy 
Ghait, end Widow; And theſe general Terms 
are comprehentive. of the Particulars mentioned 
by our Apoltte, in that Rule which he hath given 
about the Gime Matter, in: 1 Trm. 3.8,9. Likewiſe 
muſt the Deacuns be grave, net dauble-tongned, mot 
given to much Wine, not greedy of filthy Lucre, 
holdingthe Myitery of the Faith in a pure Canſiience. 
And it 1s8an examination and tryal of the Perfans 
to be choſen by this Rule which the Apoltile in- 
tetids wy the next words,. ver, 19. Ard let theſe: al- 
fe forib be proved, ther let them uſe the Office of 4 
Deacon, being fonnd. blameleſs. And this I the ra- 
ther mention, that I may re&tify a Miſtake which 
I think many have taken upfrom a. miſunderitand- 
ing of this Text, wherein they ſuppoſe that the 
Apoſtle requires that a Trial ſhould be made of 
Elders and Deacons in the diſcharge of the proper 
Work of theix Ofhece,. before:they. axe ordained 
to that Office « But this way of Trial is: as for- 
reign from the Text, as the notion aſſerted 1s 1n- 
conliſtent with it {elf ;. for obſerve, He doth not 
ſay, Try whether they uſe the Office of a/Deacory 
well, ( which how:can they do before they have 
it? ) and then let them be ordained, .1t for ſome! 


B 2 time 
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- time they have- acquitted themſelves well in it; 
But the Trial he- requires, is antecedent to their 
uſing the Office of a Deacon z and is no other 
than a diligent egy rai Oo the Qualifications of 
the Perſons, 'with the raters of one '\meet 
for ſuch:an Office which he had before/ſet-down: 
This I-take to be the plain. ſence of the words ; 
And if this be not admitted, we muſt ſuppoſe the 
Rule of one Apoſtle to contradi& the practice of 
others aCting- by'the ſame infallible Guidance as 
he wrote,' which is abſurd : For it'is plain in this 
of the AFs, that they were directed to;examine 
and look into the Qualifications and fitneſs of the 
Penſons to be choſen: for Deacons, before they 
made choice of them 3 and that the Apoſtles did 
by a ſolemn Ordination veſt them with their OE 
fice, before they acted-in it, or uſed the Office of 
a Deacon. % 


Fourthly 3, As to the Work of a Deacon, 'Fhe 
Care of the Poor is theirfpecial Charge. ' And in 
order hereunto, the Contributions and Alms of 
the Church are to be depoſned with them, and in- 
truſted to their diſtribution, as particular Caſts 
may require. 


- ſhall now draw to a clofe of this Point,” and 
paſs on to what remains, when I have ſpoken a 
word- or- two, | ; 


x. To thoſe who-are this-day ordained and ap- 
pointed 'to the Office of Deacons. 

+2. To the Congregation that hath called them 
to this Office. 1 80.451 
Deg Fiſt 3 
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Firſt 3 To the Deacons; There are four things 
that] ſhalt recommend: to you 'as neceffary.in the 
diſcharge of! that Traſk that is commnred-'to 
you, vis, ' Faithfulneſs,, Compatiion, - Prbdenee, 
and Diligence. '! 1, 1503. ,3119% magtod 

1. Faithfulneſs ;' You have a Traft: committed 
to you, viz. the Alms and: Contributions:of the 
Church, which are indeed a kind of hallowed: or 
dedicated things, and this is a confiderable Truſt 5 
yea the;/poor Members.of- Chriſt; ' which are dear 
to.-him'as the Apple of his Eye; are-committed to 
your Care, |{b tar as conceres: their Reliet' and 
Succour-m- outward things, and this 1s-a greater 
Truſt 3 you are in theſe things Stewards for the 
Church, yea-Stewards for Chriſt; and it is requi- 
red of a Steward, that he be found faithtul ; con- 
lider; therefore the Duty» of -your Places, ' and 
make Conſcience of a faithful diſcharge thereof, 
as knowing you mult. give an-account-to Chriſt, 
who hath appointed you to this Service; and with 
him there isno reſpe&t of Perſons: 

2. Compaſſion ; Your Bufinefs and Employ- 
ment 4s, to»: relieve: the Neceſlities- of the poor! 
Saints 3 and this: you can never do with a» right) 
Spirit, unke(s- you have a fellow-feeling with them 
in. their Necetlities, and do by a gracious Sympa-- 
thy, as-1t\were, put your ſ{clves in their ſtead 5. He- 
that.gives,' muſt do it with cheartulneGs, and that? 
he willnever do, if. Compaſhon have not firſt 
filled his Heart 5 Remember that this Office in the 
Church, 1s a Fruit of Chrift's:Pity and . Compaſs 
fion for the Poor z and it is your: Duty''to make 
your diſtributions in-that manner: as.maybeſt!xe- 

t12 '' preſent 


3 Chror. 3lt, 
wir. 
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preſent the pity and tenderneſs of him whcm you 
ferve inthe: _— L rh 

36. Prudence 5-2 OUT guidet! 
DiGoidlins And as'tt i ecyuined, he gudeſ-by 
(boukd have a plentiful anginting of the good and 


"oj Spirit, that he may be kind and affe tio» 


render towards his Brethren,  {o it ws no leſs 
accriiny that he hs full of Wiſdom alto, that he 
may rightly diſcern of: the Cafe and Circumſtan- 
ces of ithaſe that are tobe relieved by him.z3 And 


| that he. may carry: anequal ballance in his Mmi- 


ftration, - between the:enco "of Idlenefs on 
the.one hand, and: of 'the real Diftteſtes of 
avy. on: the other both theſe are. extreams/to-be 
avoided : And it'is certain that there is ſo greata 
dificrence m the pages of Pevſons, that there 
will be tieed-of” di enquiry. after the necefſi- 
ties. of ſame; whofe [modeſty would: hide: them 
more than s nicet, while the: unreaſonable impor- 
tunity of ;others:neads a prudent check. 

4. Diligence; It is a Saris! for Chriſt that 
you are imployed:jn, and the Work of the Lord 
muſt not be done negligently ; your Heazt muſt 
beim your Work, and- you muſt! not-da-it tax: 


pies alind. agens as by'the By, with a thght and; 


indeffcrenySparit : But /as Heeekiah 'did the Work 
of God iy -his-placey whoſe: Encomium ie, That i 
every Wark: that be began tm the Sergice' of the Houſe 
off Ged, andh im the! Law, "and Commundments 10 

frek' his God, lie did it with aff fie Heart: And 
_ that your kbour ſhall not be in vain in 
thejhLord, for there: is rio Service (except. that 


which ammediately' the :faving: of: Mens 
Souls Þ moce: accoprtable:to. Chrift thanthat which 
yOu are engaged 1 in. Secondly : 


we ot. OO 40 <0 Bape  - _ _ 


4) Ono er Hi noe ood. OO OSA we Wa - —_ _ 


5) 
\\Geromdlly 5 "T'o the 


, 


43 Te is (your 


C/ 
4 . 
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Duty to give reſpe&t we gk , as eſteem _ .. 
irip their Service iti the Chiro 11 arid honou- 4 


rable, For ke that uitth the of a Deaton' well; \Tig-4-13- 
prrobaſeth to himſelf a good ateyree, nd great bold- 

neſs im the Faith which is in Chriſt Feſws 5, But clpe- 

cially your Duty” is' to incourage” then) in (theit © 
Work by afree and plentiful tonemibution'to the 
Poor, that out of the mie of thoſe that 

enjoy plenty, they may always have a ſufficiency 

oy one the ele of thoſe thin , ſuffer 

want. Many things might be urged for. the open= 

ing of your Hearts to ſo good a Work: But my 
preſent time wilt not admit of: eflargement on 


- -hatf now proceed to the next thing that lies 
before us, viz. The ordaining of Elders. jn every 
City or Church ; which was particulatly given in 
Charge unto 17t us. | et 


Biſhops or Elders are ordinary Officers m the 
Church, of Drivize Right and Appointment, and 
are to be continued "therein to the end of the 
World; Their Office is ſapertor to that of' Dea- 
cons, as-more nearly concerning 'the Good and 
Edification of the Church, by ſo much as the 
care and eondutt of Mens Souls doth tranſcend 
the care of the outward Man, and: ſapplics of 
temporal Life. The care whichthe Apoſtles took 
Dr this Proviſion in the Church, we have ſeen 
ſomething of in the -Oonin the words, as al- 
{Þ the method they obſerved” in yhe Calling = 
"IT l I- 


(46) 
Ocdaining' of Perſons to this Work ; it was 
gone, asjCleagens faith,, roruFoupyaons innyAndas 


i 


kt the whole C ob airing faisponien an 
) ptragy em  approbation:) appaintment: it was, 
re hen, ey ordained by'. themſelves 
_— x4 ad, other approved. Men ſhould ſucceed in 


i- their room, unto. whom the Adminiſtration of 
5 Won Th Thing Ain po Hep of God was, commit- 


=; rio 24 ted; iction'.and Govern- 
mw vas oe Bp. ven Ho by Chace be duly provided:for, 
We have. both.1 continuance of, theſe Officers, 

and the xeaſon Pg Epheſc 4. 11,12, 13, 


And he gave. ſome Apoſtles : 5 and ſome Prophets ; 
and ſome * Evangeliſt and ſome Paſtors, arid; Tea- 
rm - , For. the, perfeing. of the Saints, for. the 


Work. of the Mane ry, for - edifying 0 «Dads 
of Chriſt : Till ft all come in the Unity of t 


FE ah, oh #) te, K nowledg.. of the Son 1of od, 
unto a. Mar, unto the. meaſure of. the ſtature 
of, the neſs aj Chriſt. Theſe laſt words are-me+ 
nifeſtly --3 cd to the compleating of theintire 
Myſtical Body of Chriſt, and fo to the period of 
the difpenſatian of Grace in this World, till there 
ſhall no longer be:a Church on Earth. And, ab 
Wy. ſoa of thole Offices and Gifts mentioned jn 

I. Herb, cealeg; yet it 1s evident 'others 

m muſh,continue,,.to the. end, until that 
As a Gofpel Miniſgry is-defigned, be pers 
fttly accomphihed ;-And-it very well agrees with 
the ſcope of the Apoſtle” s diſcourſe in this place,tq 
make a Jozon mention of extraordinary, and _ 

ry Mimilters, tance they are all given by 

nary and.thy Era end, vis. zomm_ rfecting-.of 
bi MyRes Body, which. prep. a pe Aron 


ment 


: 


(17) 
' ment for the Union: of Chriſtians in their diffe- 
Þ here peckg them to, The -duficy, Pro | 
ws here x to. Hes, "Pro« 
phets, and Evangeliits, were of necellity- to be 
wmployed in the laying of the Foundation of 
Goſpel-Churches, and the continuance of Pa- 
ſtors and' Teachers is no lcfs neceſſary . for the 
continuance and carrying on of the Spiritual 
Building of the Church to the end of the World. 
And 'there is no reaſon of concluding that all 
theſe Officers muſt always be in the Charch, be- 
cauſe they are here mentioned together, no 
more than there is to affirm that the power of 
working Miracics ſhould. never ceaſe, becauſe 
the promiſe of ſuch a Power to ſome Believers, 
3s mdefinitely given ont} with' the Promiſe of 
Salvation by Faithin Chriſt, which branch of the 
Promiſe is certainly extended to all Believers in all 
Ages, Mark 16. 16, 17, 18. | 

Now as it is de fa&o-evident,that Miracles were 
for the confirmation of the Goſpel, in- the firſt 
promulpation of it, and are now ceaſed ; ſo it 
is as plain, That the Office and Gifts of Apoſtles, 
and Prophets, and Evangelifts, were '® the 
firſt phnting of the Churches, and nv. longer 
to continue, than till their Order was fully ſetled, 
and the Revelation of the Mind of God m the 
New Teſtament perfeGed, and -then the Wiſ- 
dom of Chriſt ſaw it beſt to leave the Chur- 
ches to the Rule of his Written Word, and 
ox! pgs their ordinary Officers according = 
thereto. þ 


C Tte 


C18) 
- The | Officers: which'we' -are»now treating:/:of, 
adverte eon- that are in-our'Text called Elders, woropimen,arc 
dem Graco” in-the yery next words (tilled iiopentiy Biſhops or 
cium fignifica- Qperſeers, (the like application -of ' both theſe 
ria axe, 00- terms to the ſame Perſons and Office you' may ' obs 
reri, &nomine ſerye in A&, .20.):and m the Epheſ.; Paſtors and 
Epiſcop = Teachers. | And-1t: is2evident the Holy Ghoſt n+ 
quidem horum tends ro -diſtinftion, or i preeminence of Qthce 
«lt nom-n 9'- among thoſcithat: bear theſe Charatters,,by-any 
us offiii. Cje- Of thele different; Terms; 'but-they are all :ſiiited 
141, in locwn. to the'ſame” Office 1n:its different refpects't © Theſe 
Miniſters are ſometimes called Elders, becauſe: of 
thetr gravity; and: precedency in the; Houſe of 

God, -perhaps with ſome; reſpe& to.the Paternal 

Authority and Preeminegterafothe:Heads.of Ea+ 
milies,.:and Elders of: the Peaple: ambngſt the: I 
raslites..'of .old ;- and ; at: other; /times- Hiſbops: ior 

2Peg, 54.2.) Overſeers, becauſe. their Work 150 #ake the aver{ig/ht 
of the Flock, and to.acquit themfelves-as farthful 
Watchmen, who watch for the Souls-of! the;People 
committed to'their. Truſt, that they may give an 

account of- them-to the great Shepherd with. joy, 

Heb. 13: 13, and not-with-grief :. And becauſe-it, is incumbenc 
44. 10, 23, Qiz thetn #0.;feed the Church'with the Words bf; E- 
ternal[/Life, and to.open the Mind-of:God-to them 

Som the Scriptures,” that they. may by -theur Mint 

{try be inſteucted.unto his Kingdom; they areal 

ſo ſtiled; Paftors and Teachers, . :.- | s 


Our-way being. thus-far prepared by this: gene- 
ral'Accopntof'the Othce of-Eldenſhipy; and: the 
neceflary continuance of it in the Church, mary 
things do readily offer themſelves as proper to be 
diFourſed ' of under this Head, but (omitting 
7 others) 


(49 5) 
-others)- I muſt, at preſent confine my. ſelf to a 
brief. enquiry after theſe two that follow ; 


J+ 'The Qualifications requilite in the Perſon 
thar performs thjs Office, 

:2,,'The. Relative Duties of an Elder, and the 
People that he miniſters, tg. 


| Firſt: ; As to the neceſſary Qualifications of an 
Elder, ox, Biſhop, they axe-particularly and fully 
deſcribed tous; in-this of. Z7t. 1. 6,.7, 8,9, 'com- 
pee. with. 1. Ti. 3, 23 3» 41 596» and.7, verſes 
fixſt;thing required, in both; places. is, T bat he 
be blameleſs, Ok 4:5 i without. ſin,, for there 
are none. {uch in the. World, but. free ' from any 
notable blemiſh, or ſcandalous offence in his Life, 
a Man whoſe general carriage and deportment is, 
toc be adormug of that, Doctrine which he pro- 
Rl th, him(clt, bs muſt; teach to others ;; And 
then, the Cp ant d of. one Wife; It is not required. - 
They he be. ried;Man; but;ſuppoſing him to 
KF 157. —_— y"that he have been the. Huſ- 

war but of one. Wife; vis. at one time ; for tho' 
he had repented of .his Polygamy, . yet the note of 
his former, incontinency would {tick upon bim.; 
for Polygamy had:no god hearing even amongſt 
the. 2 " Heathens 3 and, it was meet that a 
Biſbop, {bauld bave 4  gaod Report of | them that are 
without, left he fall. into reproach, and. the; ſnare of 
the Devil - And this doth alſo include ſuch as bad 
put away their Wives and married others, which 
was 4.thing that both the Jews and Gentiles uſed 
to. do,,a nd was utterly. forbidden by, Chriſt, ex- 
cept 11 the. caſe of: Ge aach In like _RpRer 
ag 2 is 


<Y 
his Clireiv (ihe have any) and their contſe of 
Life under” his Family-< muſt be confi- 
dered 3 they muſt be faithfe, not aber well lge. in 
Holatry and' Gentiliſm, but'of a fober 
verned Life, being in gt her tor Him v it 
vity's for if it do not that he rales hjs- 
own Houſe well, how- e be eſteemed fit to. 
take care of the Church of God ? He muſt alf>- 
be vigilent, careful and dilipent in his Work and 
| in the ſtationwherean he hath 
wiſe he wil be A beck | 


2:Tim..2. 24, 
2$» & 4.3, 


be' given fo muth- Wine, bur ſerin- Hnkf an 
ample of 'Mortifiextion to ſeiiferal De : 
utterly deteſt all njuſt-and fordid ways-of heap-- 
ing up, or- keeping ve Riches for himfelf,  as-»ot- Lag 

vo thy - Pare, Nor. lyable- ro 5atſt n: 
char henndertkes bis , from a bafe'cove-- 


torfhels of any 

pouch oorys eps: ar ypor var. 

brag 1 he Sole News and he muſt be - 

ty, that- fo he may go before 

eats in all ee Kindnefs Baer ny vo ro- 

wards-the Saims 5 NO brawter, hee pr rrg Ne 
tions Man, bet farniſhed both 

_ ready. Mind to teach and. ea 20 
C-- 


(22) 
eiraſoon be muſt be well furniſhed with the 
Knowledg of the page's God himſelf, ard 
one thet boldeth fafs the faithful Word as be bath 
beew taught, that he may be able by found Dotirine 
both. to ' exhort, and to convince the Gain-ſayers. 

In a word, He muſt be-a Man Holy and Fuft him- 
ſelf, and > lzeer of all thac are yl yacht 
vertues Time hath proved and ma 

a ſteady and well- fetled Man ; Not a Novice, or 
ew Covert, left being lifted up with pride, be fall 
into the oor demwative of the Dewil. This is the 
Aule of Triat: chiat : all Churches are bound: £0 
have in'their' Eye, and diligently to attend to, in 
their(\EleQFibn'of Elders; and when they: do 1; 


Chriſt approves their choice, and the Holy Ghoth A8. 10. 28: 


makes their Overſeers, for both the Gifts, Grace, 
and Authority of a Goſpel-Miniſter are from him; 
and no Man or Society. of Men nnder Heaven, 
can, de jure, make him a- Miniſter that: Chriſt 
hath not qualified for ſuch a Service ; for the va- 
lddicy of al Church Acts depends upon, and is 
determined by, their conformity 'to the Rule of 
Chriſt's Holy Will and Teſtament. 

And as theſe _ Graces, and Vertues, ought 
to be in ſome egree viltble in. him that is 
ordained to El brad that Charge be com- 
_ to-him 5/10 after his. Onditaiont it behoves 

perpetually to endeavout the giving of a more 
proomuag Me eo If of chat in —— by a daily 
increaſe in:their —— 


 Butto 
' Srcowlly;, The: Relervth Did ant Elder and 
the People are tobe conſidered 3 « - | 


The- 


x Tim, 2.5. 


\ + /The du& handling of this:would require a-juſt 


fFreatiſe;::but it'cannot be expected that I ſhould 
enlarge upon: Particulars, nor indeed ſo much as 
tonth:tupon:many things that do properly belon 
thereto.3,'Butall-that I can. do,'is briefly; to ſpea 
to ſome+things''of. a: general and. comprekenlive 
nature, with ſoms} ntoreement of ; what may.;be 
eſpecially ſeaſonable at this'time And," 


Firſt 3\We ſhall ſpeak to the Duty of an Elder 
in]; his -plate, 'whidh: is either: more.-prblick , or 
more- pridate:;; fori-1n:4oth:thefe reſpsty,: be.: is 
under a;bond of | Nutyito Chriſt;at-the-Yauisof 
ung Members of 'that Church. Which: he miniſters 
Bo!) ect 361 br omviodgs rr rov atten RAID 

We :ſball-begin' with- thoſe, Duties. which are 
more-,plblickly to. be:diſcharged by him z,;And 
they"areg': youll Gord on Loan os nt 


1B. To-ſtand in; ſome: reſpects, and-ta.a-in 
ſome things, asza middle Perſon betwixt:God:and; 
the People : Miſtake: me'not, - He is riot to: be' a 
Mediator-between God:and the Church, or inhis 
own-Intereſt;; to;-interpoſe-bimſc}f berwixt God 
and-. the-People, .for-the -prpeuring off their ac 
ceptance with: chit: Oſuch:an Office:.antlo Skrvice 
forthe Chunchyp6: Manoh;Earth;! nor Sajot or 
Angel in; Heavenisicapable-of + The: Glory of it. 
is Chriſt's peculiar : As there is Þut-one God, ſa 
in this regard, there is'but ove Mediator betwixt 
God and Men, the Man Chriſ-Jeſwp, 7 But in 
two reſpehsa)Maniler {ants barren Ged-and 
the People 3 bib 3ous 20.00 516 © fyo20 * b 
1 1. As 


« % _ 


UMI 
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--.T. As he.is to be\the'Mouth of the People un- 
to God;' and to go before:them,: in- the Exerciſe 
of - thoſe Gifts-and Graces which Chriſtharh-. fars 
niſhed him with, in conceiving, and: pouring out 
the publick Prazers: of the Church to the moſt 
High. And by ſome this 1s taken to be the 
tpecial import of that ſaying of the Apoſtle's, "mm 
AG. 6:4. But we will givei our ſelves. contimally Aſſidui erimus 
ta. Prayer, and to the Miniſtry of the Word, They ©ndo picbi in 
feem equally to reſpe&t in both; (viz.ii Prager, [and precibus ad 
the Miniſtry of the Word). the: publick, diſcharge of pov” ini, 
their Office in the Church ; and there is no doubt enda. Gree. = 
but what ishere-mentioned;: continues to be ithe © 
Puty. of -otdmary Manifters! in| their: Stationyias 
much.as4t was theirs: /': And the Scripture knows 
no other:Proviſton for: the 'orderly and profitable 
performance- of this/Service m the Church, than 
what-Chrilt bath made by enduing/ Perſons with 
thoſe Gifts, and ſuch'an anointing of his Holy 
Spirit, as may enable them to go before their 
Brethren therem. © It would be very fad to have 
the Souls of Men committed to 'the: care of ſuch 
as are :{o-unacquainted- with, © or-.infenſible of, 
their Spirited - Concerns; :as not to be! in ſome 
good degree prepared for this part: of their - 
Work, to:be the Mouth of the'/People, in pow- 
= out their. ſolemn publick Prayers unto 
God, ; 

2. 'As-he is+ to be the. Mouth of : God: to the 
People, to deliver his Meflage from God, and 
ſpeak to them inhis Name. :It is eminently: the 
Workand Buſineſs of a Paſtor;: To 'preach the . Tim. 4, 2. 
Ford, to-.be inflant..in ſeaſon and:out of ſeaſon, to 


reprove, 


(24) 
rejroue, relay, and' exhvtt with alt Long faffring 
and Dottrive ; They are Minifters: of 'the 
Feſtarhent, arid God's Ambaſſadors unto pea 
who are to nay hon ch, as 
:Church, and they ought to exerciſe all diligence 
:Tim.2:141s herein, Studying to approve themſelves VVorkmen 
that need nt 10: be rightly ' droiding the 
Ward of Trath : And woe will bo wo lim: tha ul 
dertakes. this and preacheth not the 
Goſpel 3 which fincere Milk, and Spiritual 


Food that the Souls of tis Flock ought continu- 

ally to be fed with. | 
Oportet _ This Duty is ſo earneſtly x prot 
copury phars- caſions where theſe Things 


cantem mori. 


n all. OG 
of inthe 
Scnptures, that cheve iauto ws ona other Ar+ 
guments to: enforce it, but what are Sbvions 40 
every one's Eye-in the-reading of them3: And he 
deſerves not the Name of a dliniſtes, "Pultogs, or 
Biſhop, thatlabours not herein. | (9 


Ic will not (1 @ajpole) be expetted ther I 

ſhould here lay down Rules for P of 

lagial Seu iverder theme: Dabyheemi 
Studies mor -me 

leave at prefent to recormend three / give 'to 

thoſe thatare- tinder 5 ao and ſolemn a 

to preacly the Galpel. 

1, Let your Care be, to deal with the Souls 
and Confciences . of Men, as knowmg that it is 
the Mo of Souls which - you are to la- 

bour, after, ;-a Cane of Souls. dat '=/'oommnted 
to you, and ar account 'of them that you mult 
make wo Yoo It 1s not your Bulineſs. to gre” 
tify 


(3FY 
tify the itching Tars or Winton Fancies of Men, Jcrowe com- 
as 1t- rben their Hearts/*andoby tans feſt ation plains of ſome 


im by Time; 


TiMwhb. '1pob rr rr SF That, 1d ha- 
4 Oo ſenebing the: » Cor! 125 bent curz, non 


E84 oud''youn phits ib Rh Ales 6 os on 


Principles of:-REl&on, Tadds' jihciens"abchihs hin, ca us 


modi nn "t6prathicet that ficete Pie- medo aures 
ty; [On boweer Cohnenfy bg FR matcerin fag 
ted pour be D culis mulce- 
of MatfiJiry''ev Cn ; Ants 

their] wins th A G6 

bake herHtreys Epos 23/2 


cont ani a9 wm 
MYheſs 4&'wd 
Induſtry by erik 


2/y/'Thit this Tinh ths 
you fpeak'w'Vhe — 1 Pet. 4. 11, 


WY Te which: 


£ pl If 
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{ no *phs v1 
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fort, Exhortation, or'Rep 113634 th Ut 
Heaven u Pn ant bac hep y = 
roach 7" 
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giving, what in you lies, the very ſence of the 
Re D Holy 
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CHE ther you ſpeak 
.excellent[Truths, by.w! , 
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in him is the Fountain 
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_ 26s Duzy to take. care of | the dueiex- 


en-the: Church,'/and. the. hight 
ordering all things pertaining to the Govern- 


ment thereof z He is the Overſeer of God's Houſe, Heb. r3. 17. 


ao Tk rule therein, not in a deſpatical or lordly 

ay, but by, the Teſtament of Chriſt, as becomes 

by - er, and 5s one 4's over- py Heri- 
tage who are a voluntary, People, and: to 0- 
verned not with forcg LOS. but with der 
own'conſent. All.the Brethren have an Intereſt 
in the nt of - Church- Affairs, 'in-the ad- 
miſſion, an ejetion of Members . yet-this de- 
nies not a _ Concernment of the Elder. in 
theſe things, and a negle& of 7 duc Admini- 
ſtration; will: Slporally, be. cha d upon him, it 


ity thereof, - And in theſe. thi ings, great great Pru- 
dence, Te T rneſs, Diligence, an Impartiality 
js requirediof him... It is a. Matter of great 'im» 


portance, | that the Gates. of the Lord's Houſe, the 
goings out and comings in thereof be well look'd 
If Members be not received with due-cau- 
_ our Number may be.jncreaſed, but not our 
Joy, a1 and if any be procipeanuys and without juſt 
grounds cjetied, (candal and. inconvenience 
will beas 
.. Andinall. theſe things, an Elder muſt endea- 
,vour, {0,to demean. himſelf, that in 'the whole 
courſe of his Miniſtry, there may. be kept 'up 
a very. lively 7 gee of the Love, Care, 
Sm Com Faithfulnefs, and Pari- 
PR.11 Rect "Jeb Chaiſe, whom 'he 


We Ty; ' 
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Nnmat GA A GIR 
XD eft ? unto} rom por tia y"'be'di 
eted-;;he' unruly: wire add rebuked 4 "Fd 


2; 


bo 

jerry 7. ant 
Houſe 19 CM The "74 he Hvth to/ thoſe yi 
be ivy yo +6, +£;\000"T7 Up Wh. 


for; wal "God yg dre. july, "and 
unblameably, we af our foes dinbng you 't that 
debos Hs yl 410% bow (we eheborted, 'and com- 


», ed he PR ther 
rory a: Cs ts, ou Dd walk ortly nf orthy of 
—_ = jm apaitt, hag 38,39: Whom (vis. 

gr, erin Maw, et tehch- 
oy _ eye : by & ſuitable ap: 
my” Things to IT ps ut to theit'va 


£1 FIOUS. 


(29) 
rious Circataltantes:and: Conditions) that we' way 
prefert thery Mit perfect in Chriſt Jeſws ; Where- 
wot Lulſo bs laboit, Sc; » And all this pains muſt be 
talivened-by an. Holy Example's for if d Mibifter 
does mat live. 'over the -Inftrufhons he :1gives* to 
atheri/and; appear 2: burning and ſhining Light 
in Like:ahd Converſation, as well as:1a Dodrine, 
his'ill-Mannets) will do-1more- fburt,. than all bis 
Werds':can refer do! good 2: Examples hive: the 
greateſt influence upon Men 3 Ferbs 'dvcent, Ex- 
expla trait 3; Therefore js: that 'cliarge fo: fre- 
quentlynifcited! 'Thatithey ſhould in = things 
be Enjamples tothe F lock. | 


| will add but ka two-ifor-the encou- 
fagement and quickeqing of a Paſtor to his Duty, 
and then paſs on to what remamis. »'Vhatt intend 
CLAM L Gall ſam Nagrans TRAC Font 


'F irſt 5: Conſi Jer as you frveind by whoK 
Authority you: are tozact 1n your:;place : You, are 
a Miniſter of Chriſt, not a- Creature of humane 

appointment 3 It is by the Holy Ghoſtthate you 
are made an Overſcer,therefore take heed to.your 
lf; and 'to the Flock' of God, ' A like Argument 
or Motive Mk beets 0 the Monit 4, _-= 
Arechippus; {4c heed to #bat tbou 
weceiecd one phe: Lord, that than fulfil it. To receive 
a Miniry-1o the Lord, stobenmployed in a Ser- 
vice for Chrift, and by his Order and Authority. 
Now fromhence hellehingy Cond-achers ar os 
them) -may be inferred 2! Lg 
+ kT hat there asa! colieignieyand worth zftche 
_ wich you-are to I" 

the 


* 


(30) 


the of @ Biſbop (faittrour Apoſtle): deſires 'a 


TE Een 
HSA» 


Mat.28 «l:. 


1n, but his Labour is in. a good Work, vis. that 
which/is honourable as well as uſeful, as'the'word 
«adv ſignifies 3 'and: you know Difficilie que *pwul- 
chra, honourable Imployments are not without 
their burden.” Men may deſpiſe this FunQion, 
but let not that diſcourage you 3/ Chriſt hath ho- 
noured you, and let the ſenſe of :Duty and Gra- 
titude'to him, bear you'above all Diſcouragements 
to a: faithful diſcharge of your 'Truſt,' and: that 
with bly boldneſs, and:fortitude of Mind. 
2, If ' pm have reeived' your Office from Chriſt, 
you mult be reſponſible to him for the diſcharge 
of itz Stewards muſt one day give an account to 
their Lord 3: and thrice happy he, to whon»Chriſt 
(hall Gay in the day' of unt, Well done thou 
good and faithful Servant 5 enter thou into the'Fay 
of thy Lord. There is nothing tends more tFen- 
gage us to all diligence and fairhfulneſs in our Pla- 
ces, than a deep and fixed thoughtfulne(s of 'thdt 
folemn Audit which we muſt be brought to, at 
hu Kingdom and Appearing of the great Shep- 
- 3. Thoſe that Chriſt imploys in his Work, may 
exped. his gracious -preſence-and- affiſtance' in alt 
the difficulties that do attend-it 3 For this we have 
his word paſſed ; Lo, I aw with \you fo'vhe end 
the VVorld 3 tho' you may be perſecuted, you ' 
never'be' for/aken of. me ; 'and tho" your Burthen ; 
may ſometimes witha weight, yet 
my ſtrength | in your ' 
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a Minifter muſt depend upon, and expe the ſucs 
ccls of his Labours froms and having ground for 
fuch-aidexpeRation, let him-not faint from the ap- 
prehenſion of ariy hardſhip or 'oppoſition thar 
may lie inhis way'z: for all Power in Heaven and 
Earth is 1n his Hand, by: whom he is imployed. ' 
4. Seeing he is ingaged in Chriſt's Service, the 
Reward © rs 6 therein is ſure; Chriſt 
will not fail to ſhew himſelf a bountiful Lord and 
Maſter to thoſe that ſerve him : / None ever were, 
or ſhall be loſers by doing his Work. This is the 
incouragement that Peter lays before the Elders of 
thei Church, and exhorts-them to lift up their 
Hearts to 5. 1 Pet. 5. 4.. And when the chief Shep- 
herd ſhall appear, ye ſhall receive a Crown 0 s Glory 
that fadeth not away : And this will be a ſufficient 
_—_— of all your ſorrow and travel here. 
how much your labour hath been more 

than others, God will cloath you with the brigh- 
ter Raysof Glory 3 your Converts ſhall then be 
your. Cxown and your Joy, when they that have 
turned many to Righteonſne fs, ſhall. ſhine as the Stars 


for ever and ever. 


Secondly  Confider, That it is the Care and 
Charge of Souls that is committed to you 3 not 
the Temporal Concernts of this Life, but.the Af- 
fairs of | Eternal Life are the: Buſineſs of your 
Stewardſhip > Now. one Soul is- of more worth: 
than all the World; becauſe immortal, and made 
for an Eternal State : Fhe Influence that the Mi- 
niſtry of the: Word hath. into the future ſtate of 

Men, made «Paz! (ſay, as in/an' extaſie, 'VVho is 
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Men that God: thought it worth the giving of. his 
own. . Son: to;redeem,; and. Chriſt thought: nat 
much to ſhed his precious Blood for ; the-Churchi 
1a Society of Mem which-God; hathipurchaſed:tq 
bimſelf--by: 'his own*Blood,* and morn pate 
to your Care; -and appointeil | you! to! watch for 
their Souls; therefore take reg to 'yourſclvyes, 
and to your Flock; for if any:iof then periſti 
in an evil way thro'/your neglect of Duty towards 
them; They-dien theid __ God will ww 
OT ee Ore 215ta! a {6 
2113-9 Tb Pos GLO HI 
.; We-come bow to the:laft; thing has Fr befori 
us, ht The: CRP af "whb. People towards their Phi 
x NT 54 x Yah tA 
"Able and: frirhful Paſtors Are a great Bleſſing; 
ond.ſſtocial!Eruit \oE Chriit's Love (to: his: 
andrhe:as urn Aridi requires hewa 
ment 66-0 < name Talent; and the )chearfn) 
formaricei of| hen Duty) towards hee: Miniſters, 129 
he. doth ſtrietly:;charge themao acquir- themſelves 
with all. fidelity' and'dikgence in their places. Fam 
under a Kina of he ng this-part: of. my Dif- 
courſe into a narrow compals 3 and therefore Gall 
tecommehd:to youtbmethcle#durabingy's.: o 
190 e247 or borer 21 1eds eng? tn WI4 by 
4 TY You owe taiyour Paſtor. great Lows, I Res 
welt und] Honour; for: hit. Workdfake > And 
God requires that:y ou: thake.a dat! paimetititveres 
of :::This:ogir:Apottle! otters cinblicth xvith-gredt 
earneſtneſs'z #pr-1hſthnod ſeer:21Thefſig. 1 2%: 191 
Hr wi beſerch yi 01dnethreed, —_ meyer 
acknowledg:wixh:due reſpe? nr eve 
ney". eo are over. you inthe Lordh, nd ro 
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meonifh you, and to eſteem them very:highly in love 
for 'thetr: Work: jake. And again 3/ Let 'the Elders 
that Rule well, be: comnted ' worthy of double Honour, 
eſpecially thoſe that labour in the Word and Do@rine, 
1 Tim, 5.17. If you have a true Friend in the 
World, it is he that watcheth for your Souls, tells 
youthe Truth,zand travels night andday to preſent 
you perfe&. unto God: : And let not his faithful- 
nefs mr admonifhing | you, cauſe an abatement of 
your loveto him; but if. you love your.own Sal- 
vation,;'let it rather raiſe your eſteem of him ; 
No wiſe Man will hate his Phyſician for: giving a 
bitter Potion when his Life is ſaved by it, or a 
Chirurgeon, for performing an Operation painful 
to him, when the. reſtoring or preſerving 'of a 
Merhberz of his Body depends thereon... He that 
brings.t you the good, Tidings of: Salvation, and 
pubhſheth Peace, deſerves to | have his Feet 
eſteemed beautiful, and' to be received with the 
Loveand Reſpett that's due to ſo good a Meſlage, 
and. the -bringer-of it : . Chriſt will not bear the 
contempt of his Meſſengers, therefore take heed 
that you provoke him not, by caſting a ſcornful 
Eye upon them 3 nor rob your own Souls of the 
benefit of their Miniſtry, by entertaining evil 
Surmiſes, or undue-Prejudices again{i them. 


| - 2dly. You owe Submiſſion and Obedience to 
them'in the diſcharge of their Office, -ahd/1n- the 
exerciſe of: that Rule and Overſight which Chriſt 
hath  committed;; to! them for your Edification 3 
Obey them that have the' Rule over you, and ſubmit 
gour. ſelves, Heb. 13. 17. It. is nota: blind Qbe- 
Gi. : E dience 
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dience that \the Apoſtle 
ſhall ſuppoſe a 

cers, but an-orderly ſubjection tothem ating its 
their Office according to the Law-and Teſtamenic 
of Jeſus Chriſt 5 even a_ ready obedience to the 
Word of God diſpenſed by them,and humble ſub- 
miſſion to their juſt Reproots and Miniſterial Cor- 
retion,' when rendred. necellary by any miſcar- 
riage 5 and.this either in the publick '0r more pri- 
vate diſcharge of their Truſt. :God doth not re- 
quire that Men-ſhould pull out their own Eyes; 
and mancipate thetnſelves to the ' condutt- of 
Church- rs, . without - the exerciſe of their 
own Reafon and Judgment, as it is in the Papa- 
cy, where. the blind tead- the blind; till-both fall 
into the Ditch.. But when the Law of Chriſtis 
obſerved, and a conformity with that-arged; 'by 
the evidence and :demonſtration-of Truth from 


ires,' nor ſuchay 
i{htive Power in Church-Offi- 


' the Holy Scriptures, herein the Obedience of the 


People is juſtly expedted 3 and he that thimks 
himſelf too good, or too- wile, to receive Inſtru- 
Qion, or ſubmit to Reproof from his Paſtor, ill 
deſerves a place in any Chriſtian COSRIES 
My Brethren, take heed of a proud” factious Spi- * 
rit 5 be not. many Maſters, knowing that we ſhall re- 
ceive the. greater Condenenation. 4 
And as it is your Duty. to receive the Dodtrine - 
of Chriſt diſpenſed by them with meekneſs and 
fear, and with humility to ſubmit to the Diſci- 
pline which they exerciſe, according to the Au- 
thority they have received from- Chriſt; -ſo alſo 
ought you to propoſe their holy woo fot- 
pout 'umnitation-3 Heb, 15. 71 Reine ar 
#6 ; k C , 
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which have the Rule over ka who have ſpoken to you 
the Word obs th ny ranfedering the 
end of theit tolowery' of theth 
as they are of Chriſt's 3-6dr if it be their Duty.to 
be Enſamples to their Brethyen, in Word, it Com. 1 Tim: 4. 12, 
nerſation,"in Charity, \in Spirit, in Faith, in Purity ; 
it muſt be no keſs the Duty of their Brethren to 
write after their Copy, and conform to their Ex- 
ample in all theſe Things” For if | the” dif: 
charge'of this Office be not improved by the 
Church untaaheir Edification and real growrh in 
Grace and Holineſs, the end' of it, as to ther, 
utterly loſt. 


zaly. You are much concerned to continue in- 
_—_ m Prayer to God for them : You know the 
'Pavl often recommends himſelf ro the 
ym of the Church ; and if he thought them 
ſo. neceflary for his help, we have much more 
reaſon to account them fo for ours. 'Fhe |terhp- 
tations of 'Mimiſters are many z they: have great 
Difficukties and Diſcouragements to conflict with z 
And their Work be as my Agron fill:up 
their Places as ought, butby the fpecial Aid 
and Aſſiſtance 'of the Holy Ghoſt'y theſuccefs of 
all their Labours depends upon a Divine Bleſling, 
—_—_ FR of God with-themz and in-the - 
both the'Glory of Chriſt, and the Comfort 
and dE Aeation of your own Souls" is nearly cor- 
cerned; which is a ſufficient Reaſon for your 
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. .. 4thlg,. You are bound, according'to your Abi+ 
lity,: to: provide - a coinfortable and} honourable 
Maintenance for them. - Let:hivs that is taicght; ton 
muinicate with him that teacheth.. IN; ALL: GOOD 
THINGS. ;\ "Be not deceived, God's wot'mbcked; 
Gale:6: 647i Theſe: words call not only! for a 
Maintenance of Miniſters, / but for- fuch a-plentis 
ful. Contribution as may make: them partakers 
with/you in a# good Things - If God: blets the 
Congregation with: a plentiful Portion /ob:thid 
World's Goads, it is their Daty/toimike their Mi> 
niſter a Party with them in their flouriſhihg Cons 
dition 35 and conſidering the Place and Imploy- 
ment he is in;.and the Service he attends, it would 
be extreamly unworthy-40.think: you. have done 
enough if -his prefiing: Neceflities - be \anfwered), 
while you.abound:in Superftuitics. If the Con« 
gregation be Poor; their Mimſter:muſt|be contene 
to-be-poor with them, yea,  rejoyce- to - approve 
himſelf. a Miniſter of: Chriſt by hunger and na- 
kedneſs, iff the Providence of God call hw there- 
to;:\ But while 1t is in-the Power of: your Hand to 
provide better for :him, God expetts:-1e from you'; 
and,  be- not: deceived, ke' is :n0t : mocked; ' 'nather 
will | he, ſuffer; his Commands: to .be.! flighted 
and ;eyaded, without: rendring a-jult-rebuke-to 
the Offender'z - For mbat/ſoever a Man ſoweth, that 
ſhall he' alfo reap. 4170 | | 


Now that you may the better underſtand how 
far you are concerned in this Duty, before I 
proceed to-the. farthes preſling of. it, let me 

ov 
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put ' you /1n,/ remembranceiz - "jm 1 [1947 2 
F,;That a Miniſter is; doimd- t6 atternd wholly 
and>only apon: his Calling) gn.the-Mivifid,lacd 
not to,entangle hitnſelf: 19 the) Attaie$rotahig Hiatt, 
that'he;may (pleaſe; ihtud by-whom beris ted ſto 
this Spiritual Warfare ; and nothing bat rdaJi:Ne 
cellity) may-': diſpenſe - with| the: contyary.z his 
whole;Time and Strength , 1s linle'enqugh t6- be 
umployed HI the Work: he-is.called:y0 37h; (muſh 
give. bimfclf, to. /the-Miniſtry:,of the i Word-and 
Prayer,, and; continuc:-in.' Reading; Meditaris 
on,;&*c.,,28,a; Man wholly,devotedi unto, Golpel3 
ervice;3 and-js.therefore by hs Call $9 the Minir 
ry, ſecluded from thoſe Ways iand Means of 
providing for his own Subſiſtence, as the; Trades 
and ſecular Imployments of others furniſh them 
with 3,that/his Mind; by thei-gares:of wattfly. 
Bulineh, ; may, not be diverted ;from: that ftudy.ob 
God's Word, and Care of Souly,Cwhichthe duty. 
of. his Station engageth him to : And if he may 
not expoſe himſel 'toithe; careful . Thonghts that 
accompany worldly Buline(s, ' tho'-tending; to his 
profit : Certainly it is no way meet that he ſhould | 
belef; to conflid-with, the thoray- Cares of, a ne- 


ce{itous, Condition, while thole;he.: miniſters to » 


have Means to prevent it. ,' + {+ 0 
2. Itis no leſs the Duty of a Miniſter, than of 
other; Men,to provide for his: Family; nd (what 


- 


lies mhim) t0;take care. of his' Wife: and, Chil» r Tim, 5. 8, 


dren, that they may not be left expoſed toa thous 
ſand Miſeries and -Temptatigns when he .is gone; 
I confe6,. of all. Men..in the; World, a covetous 
raking Tempex)worlt- becomes) a. Miniſtes 3. but 


we... 
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t] miſtake, if we” think- he muſt diveſt 
the duc/Aﬀection' of. tr Huſband to- 
Wike/'or 'df:4 Father towayds bis Ohil- 
Ireni 3] or "That" chol8: Fyuts: therebk, which 4X 
 juſthyw-eſteetn if | in others, ſhoilld be 
x filllin Minha"! Et 2 MEATS Ts 08211" 


PTR ar ki is utideria f (peels! Char 
ot. Hofpitaliry, Ts himſelf «pare 


bo a Wh Darn 


6-0 Rs 
IT 


ot; Po . 


| Theſe Kirigs premill FO 
jen rigs EA > Oblpati 
yo? 0 WT 


W 3C 


«ry yy "DI $113. 51* Frm2 wiring 
bh «By iid Law of Nate” 46.4264). 
me theiexpreſs Conimand and Appoititinene 
hraft 


23. : On theaccount of the great” td manifeſt 
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Fleck, endl eateth not "of | the Milk: of the Flock? 
The- Mittiſiry is *& Warfare, undertaken at the 
Comtyitnd- 6f' Chriſt,” for the Service of your 
Souls / and"it" is as reaſonable that the Miniſter 
ſhould receive a- fi of outward things from 
you, a3 it is that # faithful Souldiee ſhould receive 
his Pay from his- Captain at the'charge of the 
Coffimbn+-weilth; for whoſe good he + mlitates, 
Shall -a\Mart feed 2 Flock (as a Paſtor does) arid 
be denied to eat of the Milk'of that Flock; which 
it is his work to keep and feed? © Or is it confi- 
ſtent with common. Juſtice, to deprive a Man'of 
the Fruit of that Vineyard which 13 'planted and 
manured by his own Labour ? Such is the caſe in 
reſpeft'of Maintenance between a+ Miniſter and 
the-People 5 It is not your Chitity that I ask for 
him, but J«ſtice and Debt 'that 1 plead for ; He is 
imployed in' your Service, and of right ſhould 
live 'ipoft your Charge.” Nay, you have called 
him off from other- Bufineſs, and- therefore his 
Martitenance is as due from you as'is the Wages of 
your Servant:; tho” I fear fome' give more to the 
meaneſt Servant in their Houfe, than they are 
willing to do to their-Mitifter. © Certainly, if you 
chuſe as'you ought, your: Mmiſters are not of the 
lowe# of the-Pevple; but nay-/be allowed to have 
a ſhare of Parts, cominon Pradence, and Ability 
for Buſineſs, with other Men'; and could manage 
Trades, or fall into other Imployments, ol ge 
Eſtates as well as you, if they were not devored to 
a better Servite 3 and muſt they needs be devoted 
to- Neceſſities and Mifery im the fame hour that 
they! cater upon the Miniſtry My Brethren, o— 
- 02M oug C. 
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not te, beg .Leayour Miniſterpleve as pood 
 rres reaenr a Jab Ie Lam proved frbe. Os 
that trage avt: the:Corn, who mighty nes be mugled:: 
Neither: was this, written, for the ſake of. Oxen,; 
for, + Doth God take. care of Oxen ? Op. was there 
no higher.e of this. Law, than. that the- Bruit 
Creature ſhould not; be abuſed ? ; Certainly ove 
no doubt, was this writ 
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Eſtates 5. but; the moral: Equity of it can never 
oaks, piles hath Chriſt left Goſpel-Mimiſters to 
| World, but hath provifior for 
=" alſo, ſo far as the intereſt of his Command 
0 ng them that profeſs his Name ; for fo 
«ol, Ve A I 4. 4 Fee hath 'the Lord ordains- 
ed; that they that preach 1 Goſpel, ld live 0 
the Onjpel.. The Ladies is {th} [ever of his 
Hire, and not the feſt worthy becauſe he ; Pty in 
the. Goſpel; Tho' indeed ( if Men did fully come 
up' to-their nee 'yet ſtill) 'the Charge of 
Goſpel-Worſhip will appear very mconfiderable 
when compared with that of the Law ; for, were 
that my Bulines, I think I could demonſtrate that 
the fifth part of ay 7 pee wy yearly 'to- be 
tm things relating''to emple-Service. 
pre Pneew. fenfible of __ great . Priviledg 
ind Bleſſing of the Goſpe),” oh 'bigher* accounts 
than vivedlp the'cafe of thoſe'Burthens, we ſhall 
hever think:much to defray the moderate Charge 
of a Goſpel-Mimiſtry, 'in' ſach a manner as may 
give a Reputation to our Profefiion. 


Thirdly; That you-ma t:the- veil end 
Incoveerience that Lows the negle@ of this - Di: 
ty,. n>conrerns you chea to praftife'ie z 
might have faid| Evil-and Incomveniences' as of ma- 
ny 5 for avany there ave; andithoſe of -eaſy obſer- 
yation to'an unprejudiced: Eye 3 but i is the di 
conragerent' of Study which at preſent 1 chiefly 
- ierae'3/ That /Srudy! mnt necds be difcourage 
(bintend the; ftudy'of comtont by the 
plecncgſſtto py a comfortable Proviſioa fo 

their 
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their; Miniſters, is.t00-cvident:torequare a:Proof3 
who will apply himſelf to: gather ad -lay np thoſe 
Stores of fold Learning which are-needful:tora 
Miniſter, when he can expe to; purchaſe; nothing 
to himſelf but. Poverty and Diſtreſs. thereby ? 
Or how ſhall: a Miniſter be capable. to. furniſh 
himſelf with, the x#iverſa! knowledg of how re- 
lating , to! his.'Wonk,;j thet.hath no.Means of pro« 
viding for his own Information, or no Time free 
from Cares and worldly Buſineſs 2: And.the difad+ 
vantage of this,will/at laſt-fallto che ſhare of the 
People that he miniſters. to./' He that conſiders 
that the Holy Scriptures are originally written. in 
Hebrew and Greek,” muſt have a hard Forehead 
if he deny the uſefulnes of, Learning to a Minis 
call for «it, in, reference $0/ithe: opening of | the 
Scriptures, which I cannot. fiow mnhlt upon? 'And 
it is. not without diligent,and contuual iſtudygabar 
the deep Things of God can be ſearched our, and 
ſo propoſed to you, as to-enrich your Minds wittt 
the clear and ſolid knowledg of them. ; I'confeſs, 
a little Learning, and leſs Trady, may furniſh a 
Man with, ſueh-a Diſcourſe as may! pleaſe: ſome 
weak Perſons, .' that. judg . of a- Sermon:by-the 
loudneſs, of; the+ Voice, and affectionate. Sentens 
ces; or- that can fancy themſelves to::be fed with 
the Aſhes of: jingling Waxds,. and; Cadenty of 
terms: in. a Diſcourſe : But alas !: the: feeming 


warmth of AfﬀeCtion that is ſtirred by ſuch means, 
is as ſhort-livd asa Land-Flogd that has no-Spring: 
to feed it. + He that will do. the;Souls of his-Peo- 

ple good,..and approve. himſelf. a Dyler-ofhly 
E | od.s 
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God's Fieart, "irtnilff feed" thtm with Knowledg md 

derflandinig'4 and endeavour to maintain 4 
conſtarit' Zeal -aid 'AﬀeRion in them, by well- 
informing' theit Judgments, and ſuch an opening 
of the Mmd of God from the Scriptures, as may 
command their Conſciences : ' And this is not to 
be expeCted, but from him that labours in his Stu- 
dy as well as in his Pulpit. Miſtake me not ! I 
know the ſucceſs, and Fruit of all the ſtudies and 
labours of him that preacheth the Goſpel, is from 
the Grace and Power of the Holy Ghoſt ; but 
the aſſiit ance of the Spirit'is to'be expefted by us 
in the way of our Duty, _ Theſe things might be yer 
a6pHeÞ-more\ home to my preſent purpoſe 5 but 
perhaps ſome-will think"there”is too niuch ſaid al- 
ready (tho' ÞT heartily wiſh more were not need- 
ful) 'and my Time calls me-to put a period to this 
Exerciſe” 'AhU' therefore I will' only add a 'word 
for the-enforcenient of this and the other Duties 
Which'I tave"laid before you, by accommodarin 
the ſime Hhitigs to you, that were before touched, 
for the encourigetnerit nd quickning of yourPa- 
ftor in his'Daty. * | 


: Firſt; Remember that your Paſtor is the MZz- 
»ifter of Chriſt, one that diſpenſtth'the Myſteries 

of 'God to you in his Name; and therefore” ( he 

a@ing! iff his Place, according'to'his Duty ) the 
Lord-Jefas-will account that done'to himſelf, that 

1s done to his Miniſter ; He that receiveth yok Marro.qo, 
( faith he receiveth me; and he that deſpiſerh you, Ti 
deſpiſeth me; &e; If the Name and Authority of © 
Chriſt will beger — you, or his — 

. 2 an 


Prov, 3: 9. 


wry = fr Lorin Dates oi comin 


ha 
on. : If, you Es eligigns 
pen Reverence. due-to the Son gf. God; 
ar it 10 bumble obedience to wy Viewed 0a 


* *S + +» 


oe; gh 


ren Ti bh. 200% of! FTE 
and the of. zayr-prerzove and 
Souls. that a Miniſter is imployed in +, jy oa there» 
fore it 1s, much morse,your gp faeeraſt than big 
wah Wo owe ra oun Dupys 
with t ent, the oF; 

mY wy ES 
ag EEE i an nn he 


4-tps p it thay 
wrrrofiathe for 5ou. fo CR Artt can porn 
effectual to the faving of your Souls, if you be 
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vation of their ſick Souls : But when Men. come 
to be throly poſleſt, That Eternity is no FiCtion, 
and the Goſpel is the only means of eſcaping the 
Wrath to come, and inheriting Eternal Glory, 
they wHl take other meaſures about theſe things. 


To conclude : any q ons ſomething of 
thoſe gracious SM: ions Wl. briſt in his Wiſe 
dom and Faithfulnefs hath made for his Church, 
in the appointment of Deacons for the refreſhing 
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Members in his Church to the end of the World : 
What now remains, But that we all in our places 
make Conſcience of living over his Commands, 
{for if we know thefe things, happy are weif 
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Theſe Books following are printed for Tho- 
mas Fabian, at the Sign of the Bible in 
St, Paul's Church-Tard. 


T2 Works of Joſephus with Cuts, Folio, 

The Packet ot Letters, Qwarto. | 

The Gentleman's Recreation with Cuts. Ofavo, 

Drammond's Hiſtory of Scotland ; Containing the Lives 
and Reigns of James the Firſt, the 2d, the 3d, the 4th; 
the 5th 3 with ſeveral Memoria!s of State during the 
Reigns of Famer the Sixth, and Charles the Firſt, with . 

,- their Efhigies. Ofiavo, 
| A Diſcourſe of Friendſhip. OZavo, 

Vincents,Diſcourſe of Chriſt's certain and ſuddain appear- 
ance to Judgment. Ofave, 

Flavells Navigation Spiritualized. OFave. 

Eſop's Fablcs in-Englith. 125. 

"Fhe'downfal of ſeveral Great Men, or: Popiſh Plottings, . 
not to be parallel'd in former Ages 3 being a Seaſona- 
ble Warning for the Times. 125- 

Robinſon's Learning-Foundation 3 teaching to Spell and: 
to Read Engliſh. 127. 
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